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through its completely non-violent character. I may he a bad
student of human nature to believe that such an atmosphere can
ever be brought about in a vast country like India, but that would
be an argument for condemning my capacity for sound judgment,
not for continuing a movement which is in that case bound to be
unsuccessful. I personally can never be party to a movement
half violent and half non-violent, even though it may result in the
attainment of so-called swaraj, for it will not be real swaraj as I.
have conceived it. A meeting of the Working Committee is,
therefore, being called to consider the question on the llth ins-
tant at Bardoli, first whether mass civil disobedience should not
be suspended for the time being; and secondly, whether if it is sus-
pended it should not be discontinued for a definite and sufficient-
ly long period to enable the country to do organizing construc-
tive work and to establish an indisputably non-violent atmosphere.
I want to have the guidance of all the friends I can. I would like
you to send me your opinion even though you may not be able
to attend, either by letter, if it reaches in time, or by wire.
I am sending this letter only to the members of the Working
Committee, but I would like you to consult all the friends you
meet and if any of them wishes to come to take part in the
deliberations please bring or send him or them.
Tours sincerely)
M, K, GANDHI
Seven Months wifa Mahatm Gandhi, pp. 2234